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committee was formed, led by John & Ingetdra

1996 - LaJS Y(ig:ls. Nevada plan a 1998 get together in Hof.
uly 1-

. _ _ _ _ 1998 - Hof, Germany
Thefirst advertised Hof Reunion was @edrin End of July

1996. The reunion was open to anybody that h
ever been assigned to the Hof Kaserne
Doebraberg and was advertised in the V.F.W.
American Legion Magazines.

1998, our German Friends reciprocated: F
nders, Robert Hoerath, Erika Thuemling, A
Mueller, Erich Rohleder and Helga Wuerdir

Leon & Dotty Weston and Mike and Barbara Je In Hof in which themericans marched in the Hg

Buttell organized the reunion. (Léorformer : )
606th Commander and Dotty had been a teacher %Yolksfest Parade. ~Approximately 37 Amerig
raveled to Hof for the event.

6Assomatlon emblem consist of the seal of the h Kingsley Barracks: Hof Kaserne (as it was known previously by the

of Hof, Germany centered, with the year 1948 on the left ; ; - ;
’ . Americans) was designated as Kingsley Barracks in June 1949 by
and the year 1975 on the right, surounded by the words
y g Y General Order #51, HQ European Command dated 2 June 1949.

wot Reunjy,

Association >
Emblem 1948 ] 1975
1999 - Reno, Nevada

A PULroT:
HOF REUNION arranged arounc. “$secigtic? the 7-10 September
top perimeter and the word ASSOCIATION arranged
around the bottom perimeter. The colors of the
Association emblem are: Hof seal colors are the same as

the seal of Hof, Germany. The year 1948 and 1975 are In 1999, Chuck & Monika Wilson organized

black. The words HOF REUNIOIY black, red, yellow, and i i

the word ASSOCIATION; red, white, blue with white 602/606_ Reum(.)n In Reno, NV.' The event was

stars in the blue. at the Circus Circus Hotel Casino. Some of the
that attended were Bob & Jeanette Thornburg,

the dependent school. Mike was a former USAR Gwen Fetrow, Stan & Betty Rushton, Hank &
Officer and B.J. had also been a teacher.) Thé&reen, Marty & Alice Habecker, Eddie & Dot Cr
primary motivation for the reumias to welcome a ~ WWayne Bennett, Larry & Jackie August, Wad
group of Hoferds that HIpdysFKpk Lamg @ Magylou ghriver, Bob Ale

Hd. Helga Lange, Erika Thuemling, Anna Muelle/-rancis &oAnn Fukumoto, Tony Donofrio, Ric

anz
nna
ger

a'hoined with the Traub¢s

f
ans

a
held
folks
Nate
Sally
mp,
e &

KSRk
N &

Hanns Karl Ritter, Erich Rohleder, Ighie Terri McGoldrick, Tom & Monika Nickerson, Cldude

Wuerdinger, and afew otheesd t he Ho f e’ Nydle Spicer, Rees & Susan Dews, Dick Ne
Phil Hughes, the Darl:i

The Westonds & Buttell ds__selected the Sahara
Casino in Las Vegas, Nevada. In attendance We[ 2000 - Colorado Springs, Colorado
’

several former teamis and Officers. Also in 8-10 September
attendance were John & Inge Traub, Rees & Sus
Dews, Larry Thall, Phil Hughes, Art & Karen

son,
ng
Ho

Weatherwalks, Bob & Mary Fernandez, and Arfust prior to the Reno Reunion, Chuck Wilson

Darling. Everybody had such a great time that &arned of plans for2800 Hof Reunion at the
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Embassy Suites Hotel in Colorado Sjitiogard Dean Reed, Mike Becker (deceased), CA Rugsell,
& Beverly Hurlimassested by Hal & Dot Olson, Jim Barry Springsteen, Francis Fukumoto, TedlBey| B
Smith, and Jim Riggin were planning the 2000Alekson, Tony Donofrio and several others. | He
Reunion. As the word spread via the Interet, an asked if they would serve as Association Offigers
out effort was made to promtite threeday get until an official organization was formed. Anmall
together. About 215 people attended. The toursballot, containing the names of officers, was
were all very well planned. The Banquet consisted pfovided to the membership with@f€onnection
a buffet luncheon, short memorial service, andNewsdtter. The membership officially elected the
introduction of Baron Ernst vonWaldenfels, a Host dirst slate of officers. The membership was glso
the 1998 Reunion. asked to vote for the month they wanted thénolg
Hof Saale Reunion.
At the BanquetaH Ol son asked, G&dgtemberma nva

are interested in r et urselectedy byo ?3qd N
everybody in attendance held up his or her handnajority vote.
Ha l then asked, oDo we have any" t h
could help with a 200 2In Reumeantimely hdck
Wilson raised his hand! al then announced, Chuck & Monika '
0Chuck Wilson just vol uffew ¢oeGeemy tot] gps llig fir ga Mor| o g a
the 2002 Reunion to be sdeldugportifan thEEo : e €1 H o
Ha planned S— ;
Reunion.
2002 - Hof, Germany \g!:? Hanns
September 15-22 Iter, .
Theumling,

Hoerath, ManfreqZ.
As Chuck & Monika returned to Sacramento, theyKoehler, Klause Begf
discussed the approach for planning the 2002 and Frau Kara. All
Reunion. Chuck decided that it vibeultecessary the above offered suggestions, guidance, &nd
to officially form an Association to finance the support. A tentative itinerary for the 2608ion
search for former Hof Colleagues and produce avas agreed upon and tour contracts with Alexahder
Newsletter four times a year to maintain the interestViol Tours were signed.
and keep everybody on the same sheet for planning.

Chuck then produced a Constitution-l&wByof
Ha l Ol sonds r osChec Kisiva s Asseciation that dvaswreviewed by Attorney |Jim
and the Master Hof Roster was created. Phil Ruti®lothower and approved by the newly formed Board
provided a list of about 200 names that he hadof Directors. He then regjistl the Hof Reunion
extracted from old orders. Dick Metz contributedAssociation with the State of California, Secretary of
namesand Gordon Allbritton and C.A. Russell soonState. The Hof Reunion Association was Official.
joined the search effort. Many more names andnitial Association membership fees had been sg¢t at
addresses were added to the newly formed$10 a year. The Board of Directors soon reajized
Association Roster. that $10 would not be suéfic for printing and

mailing a newsletter four times a yeqr,
Chuck then talked with Tom Bryson, Tom Nickersoagdministrative postage, telephone service and [the
Jim Patterson, Dan Scanny, Sam Suber (deceased))any other expenses involved when running an

Hof Rathaus
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effective organization. The membership fee wa
raised to $15 a year and the Hof Connectio INALOB(IRAG LY

. . . German Cultural Tourist Tips
Newsletr publication was reduced to two times g 1 neyer, ever, walk on the grass. Ever.
year. 2. Never cross a pedestrian crossing when the man is red, even
if nothing is coming. On the other hand, crossing where there is

. .. . - no official crossing place is perfectly acceptable.
The Hof Reunion Association held BIRST 3. Tipping seems strange to many Germans. The people you

OFFICIAL REUNIOGNganized by Chuck & Monika expect to tip (lattendants for example) have a fixed price

Wilson & Robert Hoerath, at the Quality Hote (50cents) but tipping hairdressers and the like may seem akin
’ " to starting a revolution. It is OK to round off at 1 Euro or .50

Hof/Saale, GermanySeptember15-22, 2002. cents.
Approximately 150 Assoomtimembers and 35 4. Never tip taxi drivers, since they don't even open the door for

German Guests were in attendance. President Tofn )E’Sm:f' g?)zuggt(:g:g?’; up in a bar where drinking songs are being
Bryson called the first General MemberShlp Meetlrg sung, do not hide behind your beer hoping that nobody will
€ notice you. It is far more acceptable to join in. Of course nobody
N expects you to know the words, you're a foreigner, so just wave
your beer around and make appropriate singing noises during

to order at 1700 hours, September 17, 2002. Th
first order of business was membership ratificatio
of the Constitution & -Byvs of Asgiation. Tom the chorus.
Bryson then turned the meeting over to the incomir\K /
President, Tom Nickerson. Nathan Sparks was

officially elected to replace the deceased SamGerman Air Force treated us to a Wondarful
Suber as Association Treasurer. Jim Patterson wasncheon at the Kaserne; The German Air Horce
confirmed as 1sV.P;Bruce Orr replaced Dan Commander gave us a briedingut their Sound
Research Mission and allowed us free access t¢ the
dorms and the other facilities we oalbed home.

Hof is also known as Bavarian Siberia. = Temperatures are
several degrees lower than iri atber parts of Bavaria, particularly
winter, and because civil servants were often transferred to +
punishment.

Thedth daywas a tour of Tettau Porzellan Fabyik
and lunch with the Bulrgermeister of Tettqu.
Scanny as 2nd V. P., Dick Obidinski as 3rd Vicd-ollowing lunch, we proceeded to the Humymel
President and C.A. Russell, Membership Chairman.Factory near Coburg where many membpers
purchased figurines at a discount and were tregted
The first official Hof Reunion Association getwith a smalHummel gift to commemorate th
together was very successful. The Birgermeistenccasion.
held a reception at the Hof Rathaus and each
attendee was presette a O Hof i n Ba thédth day 3 Buses departed the Quality Hotel
Obenod cof fee cup. K e rfor aA wvemmghh tourpto Rrageen This tour wag ¢he
Blrgermeister with a red, white & blue baseball caphighlight of the 2002 Hof Saale Reunion. We vigited
We were then served wienerwurst, beer and wineld town Prague. We then enjoyed a LuncFon

After the B¢rger mei st e ICiuise orr tbecMap Riven nThere was a baad
Kl aus BwehrParld for ReTinpotional, each deck for dancing and of course, every
pictures,and city sign display. This activity was enjoyed the lighting of the city.

followed by a visit to the Teddy Bear Museum.

Ladies from the Hof Chamber of Commerce (ProNe continued the guided sighting tour the followying

ody

Hof) prepared cake and coffee. day. On the return trip to Hof, we visited fhe
Becherovka distillery in Karlory Vargdldds to
On the8rd dayve toured the Kaserne, Doebraberg, say, 6 we sang al l t hel w:

Security Service &and Moedlareuth Museum; the Hof.

hofreunion.com page 4
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On the7th Day the Hof Family held its Auf 2003 - Las Vegas, Nevada
Wiedersehen Breakfast. Helen Tony closed the 20 6-10 October
Association Reunion with her Scottish Ballad,

OHaste Ye Bahe k@3 Association Reunion was held at fhe
_ _ Stardust Hotelasino, Las Vegas. NV. (T¢gm
606th Aircraft Control & = Since the great 2002 Nickerso@PresidentChuck WilsorSecretary) We
XZﬁTgnegﬁglufg?’Z” Hof Reuno and had 330 members in attendance. The Stardust
~ membership provided connecting hoalify suites with a patio
In January 1964 the 606th w ratification of the near the pool. Tom Bryson provided the puty
igned Doebrab o .
Germany (near Hof. up CoONStitutiorand By schedule for volunteers and Tom & Morjka
?ncl;ir\]/atioghéhe ugitu?bns]gmed t(l !aWS many Nickerson made sure beverages & snhacks Were
Detachment 2, [ - |mprovements_ - n plentiful. Ute Sparks made the Association photo
Control and Warning Squadr Association albums available for everyone to vigw.
,esponsibiﬂty asareport?ng D operating Unfortunatel, a few, one of a kind pictures wgre
w.ast?t identify r«?nd ttLackWal procedures have removed from the albums. We hope that thHose
CormaREast . Gorman. an D€EN made. photographs will one day show up in the Associption

CzechoslovakidWest Germar |reasurer Nathan P.O. Box so everybody will have the pleasu
borders and forward informati o
relating to these tracks o OParks researched  viewing them at our annual get together.

control center. A seconda and prepared the

ibilit includ . . .
¥3§2§’2§.‘ng‘§s a baokp iy docu_ments for Tom Nickerson who led the mehipein the
corridor control for the southe obtalnlng Internal P|edge of A||egiance called the Genetal

arcoridorinioWestBerlin. = Revenue  Service, Membership Meeting to order. Nathan Sp

fe of

rks

nonprofit, charitable provided financial statement. The membership vpted
taxexempt status under section 501 © (19) ofthet 0 wai ve Secretary Chluck
IRS Cod@arry& Sue Springsteen reconfigured the Hof Reunion minutes. Tom then turned the mepting
Association Website and have continue to makeyver to icoming president Jim Patterson. The 2404
improvements to the Associations greatest exposurgite Selection ballots were counted and Brangon,
for public viewing. Phil Murray accepted the MO. Won by 14 votes. Jim Beard, the Brafison

position 6 Hof Connection Newsletter Editor and coordinator recommended we bypass Branson
continues to improve the seanmual publication. go with the runner up, San Antonio, Texas.
Membership Chairman C.A. Russell has employeflssociation Board later mibtee 2004 Event to
his skills and uncanny ability to find the missing byBiloxi, MS due to a breakdown in negotiations
locating more than 800 former Hof Colleagues.the San Antonio Hotels & Visitors Bureau.)

and
The

vith
Jim

Chuck Wilson has stted proposed Amendments Riggin was elected to the 3rd VP position vacatgd by

to the Constitution andiBws that have resulted in  Dick Obidinski who had moved to 2nd VP as a
improved volunteer workload and has resulted inof Bruce Orr moving to 1st WBthan Sparks
increased management efficiency. Treasurer, Chuck Wilsoh Secretary and

C.A.Russéllembership Chairman.
Since the first official Hof Reunion Association

esult

event, the reunions have progressivelyéaipvih The membership then approved a $1000{00
each gathering of the Hof Family. donation to the Air Force Enlisted Widows Hom¢ and

$350.00 to the V.A. Blind Veterans G
Tournament.

hofreunion.com page 5
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We were honored with the presence of the |9th
CMSgt of the Air Force, Jim Binnicker, who flso
serves as Chief Executive Officer of the USAF
Enlisted Fountan.

Dick Obidinski operated the hospitality suite gnd
bar. Dick and Tom Nickerson kept it well stogked
with beverages and snacks. C. A. Russell provifled a
DVD player that was hooked up to the T.V. for a
continuous display of photos from the good/sid fla

Jim &Traudl Riggin,Alon Fukumoto, Ralph Glover, 4t Hof, Ute Sparks again provided the Associgtion
Dick Obidinski and several others put on a greabhoto albums.

Receptiotfo c i a l progr am. Traudl 6s beauti ful voi ce
filled the Stardust Convention Center with the jim patterson called Mendayfternoon General
singing of German & American folk songs. SteVgiembpership meeting to order. Chuck Wilkon
Murphrey, E.T. Row, and ToroidVikl delivered suggested the Las Vegas minutes be acceptefl as
magnificent Bninute talks about their experiences yplished in the Hof Connection NewsletteanNa
at Hof. Sparks gave the financial report. Sadly, 1st Y.P.

Bruce Orr passed away ten days before the }iloxi

A Tour of Boulder Dam, lunch in the Lake Meageanion therefore 2 V.P. Dick Obidinski becamg the
Recreation Area, and a visit to the Valley of Firg\ssaciation President. Don Riverkamp was eldcted
served as an escape from the quarter machines.  onq v.p. and Bobby Sturdevant was elected 3rd V.P.

. and Jerry Mangas was elected Associafion
The Banquet was marvelous witle Bircas M.C. Secretary.

Francis Fukumoto provided the memorial service,

and Col. John Elledge the invocation. Boeing Eng:oyrs of the Biloxi area and Keesler AFB werd held

Bacon Oelke, Col Leon Weston and the USAlyednesday.

Thunderbirds Executive Officer, Capt. Sean Cotter
deliveed humorous but informative messdges.  another great reception and social program yas
cDummkopfso which reminggided BySimTraddReggirddnd tReffubehlti M e
at the Hof Freiheitshalle provided German da”CQjaughter Tanya. Brenda & Archie Emery flso
music. contributed to the outstanding roster of taleft,
Norman & Sandi Gunther demonstrated the Carglina
2004 - Biloxi, Mississippi Shag and oThe Top Hat|sé
October 25-29 Fahrbach, John Pace) had the audience rolling on
the floor with hei r ot op hat dan
Bobby Sturdevant gavaibute talks.

The 2004 Reunion was heldeirttperial Palace

in Biloxi, MSWith more than 365 members in
attendance and few nomembers showing up for
a quick look. (Jim Patterson, President/Chuck
Wilson Secretary).

Dick Barry, as M.C. began with the introductiog of
the Guest of Honor, 9th Chief Master Sergeart of
the Air Force, Jim & Mrs Binnicker. Associafion
Officers, and Peggy Cicutasland Aubrey Sha

were provided special recognition for their parf in

hofreunion.com page 6




HRA
OFFICIAL HISTORY

October 5, 2011

making the Biloxi Reunion a success. Dick BarryObidinski. A motion was made for a donatiof of

then called on the Keesler Air Force Base Hond$1000 to the Air Force Enlisted Foundation
Guard for presentation of the Colors. Francisapproved. The finalist cities for the 2007 Reur

hnd
ion

Fukumoto and his ten assistants delivitieed were announced: Austin, Dei®giden, and Reno.

memorial service. Jimmy Johnson, Gail Norvell, adso announced was a reminder that the 206
CMSGT Binniker gavaibute talks. Chuck Wilson  Annual Reunion would be held in Hof, Germani
presented Chief Binniker a $1500.00 donation for Robert Hoerath, and Chuck Wilson as the re
the Air Force Enlisted Foundation. coordinators.
The daily tours were very well received. Ther
2005 - Nashville, Tennessee t h eDiscaver Nashwlle t that provided an

September 5-10 excellent overview of the cite Grand Ole Opry

The 2005 Nashville Reunion was absolutel@ Li tt 1l edé6 Ji mmy D iGeneraln
marvelous, with 240 mmeers attending (72  Jackson Riverboat Craised o wn t he
cancellations due to Hurricane Katrina), was held afRiver offered great entertainment with gayratht
the Holiday Inn Select. Dick Obidinski, President Southern food.

and Jerry Mangas, Secretary coordinated the ) )

reunion. Bobby (Stu) and Marcey Sturdevant 1 he Tug:sday after_noon sgmal was hit pretty ha
arranged a great force of volunteers totaork ' © OKatrinao. The en
hospitality room. The stalwarts, Monika Wilson, Utel @nja Riggin, however, FEMA decided to taks
Sparks, Traudl and Jim Riggin, Monika NickersorfWay to work with—— :

C.A. Russell, Barry and Sue Springsteen, Pat the Katrina victims Hurricane Katrina of the 2005
Schiermeister, Eadie Patterson, Dick Obidinski, and@nd disaster relief. ﬁ::::::t::::t"f;:ﬁr:a;f:;s‘:’:rs
Don Riverkamp were right in the midst of handlingl_ s well as one of the five

the registration packages, hat arshitt sales, he show had to Ugead"est hurricanes, in the
arranging the banquet seating, the tours, andOn: SO, IRNOUSE | .o " ¢ the United States.
answering all questions that members had aboutP€rformers, TrauClamong recorded  Atlantic

this reunion. ngg!n, Brenda anihyrricanes, it was the sixth
Archie Emery, antktrongest overall. At least
The business meeting was helfirstaafternoon John Pace stepped.,836 people died in the

with the election of officers and changes to ourUP and did a superlpctual hurricane and in the
Constitutionand byaws. The big changes were j9P of singing. ::':s:z:z;z:tloﬁd:’ r:rkr::fn':
eliminating the office of 3rd Vice President, creatingRalph Glover did ja_ - o = o cechobee
the office of Adjutant; adding the position of Weblittle song —and| | o ™l property
Master to the Executive Board; the Executive Boarl@nce and Some . o \vas estimated at $81
reduced from all past Presidents as advisors, to juscomedy; JOANjion,

the outgoingPresident as Board Advisor. Officers Fukumoto provided

moving up and/or elected were: Jim Riggin,@ Show of grace

President; Don Riverkamp, Vice President; Stffom the Hawaiiar

Sturdevant, 2nd Vice President: Chuck Wilson/slands. Let usot forget the wonderful talk given iy

Adjutant; Jerry Mangas, Secretary; Nate Spark,,'\/Ia rgot Payne as she
Treasurer; CA Rusddembership Chairman; Barry @ W€ 0 ~upon arriving 1n
Springsteen, Web Master; and Board Advisor, Dicl/St time.

hofreunion.com page 7
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Sturdevant, with 50% going to the Biloxi Disapter
Andy Brads, attending his first Hof Reunion everRelief and 50% going out as cash pria&s
conducted a real live auction instead of our plannedvinners in the 50/50 drawing donated their share
oSnt eAuctiono. Andy t olmadk totthe eelies fund. g he tota andount theeiOF €
is history. He got the members into a competitivdReunion donated to the hurricane relief fund yvas
bidding war that was a really fun time, and $4,137.50. Art Everhart and Peggy Adams lnter
generated loads of cash for our Biloxi Hurricanepresented an Association check for that amooun

Relief Fund.

April 1988-ormer Kingsley Kaserne/Hof Air Station is ren
by Germaruthorities as General Huettner Kaserne, in hoi
Generalmajor Hans Huettner, who had commanded th
Infantry Supplemental (Reserve) Battalion in Hof in the £
of 1935, before the outbreak of the Second World War.

patriotic themedhandmade quilt by June Parnell,
and a largegi r o f OHummel 6s6
painted by Hilde Middendorf. The live auction was
very big success.

The Thursdaynight semformal banquet was
outstanding. The 118th Military Airlift Wing of the
TennesseeirANational Guard, led by SMSgt Steve

Williams, went way beyond the presentation of th&serman Affairs Representative and his wife

Colors. He and his team provided a historica
program about our Flags, and what they mean.

was the best presentation of colors that our reuniormore for the 221 members and family mem

has ever experiedceand witnessed. After the
presentation, SMSgt Williams led us in the
Pledge of Allegiance. Then our chaplain,
Francis Fukumoto, assisted by Tom Bryson, and
Brent Scott, performed a memorial service for
our former colleagues, with Barry and Sue
Springstee providing a memorial plaque
honoring them. Mrs. Billie Townsend, widow of
the late Chaplain James Townsend (Hof 1961
64) gave us the Invocation.

We then enjoyed a great dinner; some short
talks; and then the band brought in by Archie
Emery, Theal IBeadn,dad er oes o
entertained us and got the majority of people up
to dance. During the band breaks, we had the
50/50 drawings, which were set up by Stu

hofreunion.com

The top items were a beautifulthe Bioxi Salvation Army.

Friday morning brought the Auf Wiedersehpn
breakfast, one last omelet from Walter, the Cgjun
Omelet King, and everyone saying their goodbyes
until next time. Thanks Nashville, we had a dreat
time.

ma d e 2006 Hof, GeAmany

A September 17-22

The 2006 HRA Reunion was higld @uality Inn in
Hof/Saale, Germany, Septembe23,72006. A
special thanks to Robert and Hanna Hoerath, jour
om
lcoordinated the hotel accommodations, tous,

lransportation, guides, dining facilities, anchm

ers
whom made the trip to Hof, Germany.

HRAMEMBERS ARE FROMOHEOWING
ORGANIZATIONS

6915th USAFSS Squadron/Group-1258
USAFSS Det 5, 6910th 1987
USAFSS Det 2, 6912th 1983
606th AC&W Squadron 1984
Det 1, 602nd AC&W Squadron-6856
Det 3, @3rd AC&W Prior to 1956
602nd TCS 194%
603rd TCS 19418
German Air Force 1965l
USAF Hospital Support
Communications Squadron AFCS
CIC, CID, OSlI, Military Intelligence & ASA units
U.S. Army Border Patrol Forces1®54
28th Constabulary Squadron 18417
US Forces Dependent School System (DOE)
German National Employees
Citizens Of Hof/Saale
Bendix , General Dynamics, General Electric,
North Electric, Philco, and Western Electric
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Registration was SundaySeptember 17th at the  Executive Advisdldim Riggin. The meeting was

hotel and went very smoothly with the assistance dfuirned over to new president, Don Riverkamp,

and

board members and their wives, plus Greg andon gavehé members a briefing on plans for the
Sandy Krcma. 2007 Reno Reunion. Dick Obidinski gave a brigfing

OnMonday the day started with a briefing in the Chuck Wilson then provided information on m
hotel foyer, followed by a reception at the Hofexchange, group dinners, bus tours, bus lea
Rathaus with Oberbirgermeister, Dr. Haraldand general infort@n concerning the reunion

on the sites in contention for the 2008 reuniJ)n.

ney

ers,

Fichtner; then a short walk to Fernweh Park, Klaughe members in attendance than sang Hgppy

Beer os sign forest whernet bday t50 Rsilgprhs GWwe
presented to Mr. Beer for postingn a trip to the birthday. Meeting was adjourned and memt
Teddy Bear Museum, and a souvenir shopping toturned loose for a night in town.

by Christa Devine.
The following were the tours and destinations

Vel
ers

hat

On Monday evening, the general membershipccured durinduesday, Wednesday, and Thursflay

meeting was called to order by President Jim Riggiof reunion week.
at 5 PM. After opening prayer by association
Chaplain, Francis Fukimatdroduction of current

Board of Directors by President Riggin, reading \
. . DINNER MENU
the 2005 business meeting by Jerry Mangas, and Beef Roladen - with red cabbage and Bavarian
the treasurerds report |b ffogeq - with regl epblage gndBavaria, o\ | b

. . ddmplings.
was discussed. Chuck Wilson moved that the yynser schnitzel - with mushroom gravy and

association donate $1500 to the @évice~Enlisted homemade Spitzle.
Foundation and the motion was approved, Ppork Roast- in beer gravy with Sauerkraut and
Nominations for board of directors and voting wefe Bavarian dumplings.
conducted. The following personnel were elected &s Vegetarian meal - Vegetable Lasagna /
the new board: Presid@bbn Riverkamp; 1stdvP
Bobby (Stu) Sturdevant; 2ndo\Ghuck Wilson;

Tuesdayvas filled with two majmurs, one to
Berlin (3 buses) and one to Dresden (1 bus).
Berlin Tour included entry into the Reichstag.
Dresden Tour provided insights to thdifbleau)
townjts culture and heritage.

Doebraberg, where the group received a mi
statement briefing from German officer, Lt Rup

Kingsley Kaserne, ncalled the General Hittnen
Kaserne. Kommandant Oberst N&baekeand
briefing officer Kaptain Dieterman provided

Adjutantd Joe Kessler; Secretaryerry Mangas;

Wednesdaywe loaded four buses and tou£

usi

The
The

ion
rt;

next we toured the old Operations Site and thenfonto

an

excellent briefing of the current Kaserne missiof in

TreasuredNate Sparks; Membership Chaitfien the old Chapel. We walked the Kaserne to visi the

A. Russell: WebmasteBarry Springsteen; and old stomping grounds, andhtiaewonderful lunch
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at the chow hall.

After lunch, we headed tothe evening wereaM Clemons, Don Riverkam

D,

Moedlareuth, a small town that had been divided bynd Jim Riggin. The 260 people in attendance hjad a

the old Zonal Border and Fence. On Wednesdayeat time.
night,group dinners were held at the Quality Inn, the
OnSaturdaynorning, we had our Auf Wiederseh

Falter Hotel, and the Metzgerei Herpich.

Breakfast at the Quality Hotel; said our thanks

en
and

OnThursdayfour buses were off to Kulmbach. Thegoodbyes for the wonderful week and fabulous

day started off with a reception at the Kulmbachreunion.

Rathaus with Burgermeister, Henry Schramm; then

lunch at theln Decmber 2006, as a result of our $150
Kulmbacher Sports Café. After lunch, the next stoplonation to the Air Force Enlisted Foundation,
Church of the Fourteen Hof Reunion Association was awarded a brick

up to Plassenburg Castle; then

was Vierbmheiligen,

For the Anent Romans, beer was considere
barbarian drink. The oldest proof that beer was [
on Germanoil, comes from around 800 BC in the
Hallstatt Period, where beer amphora found nei
present day city of Kulmbach have been dated &
this time. {The Roman} Tacitus, who first wrote abc
ancient Germans or Teutons, put it like this: "To
the Teutons have a horrible brew fermented from
or wheat, a brew which has only a very far re
similarity to wine". {However} the anc{@etmans
regarded beer not only a sacrifice to the gods but t
in Egypt, also brewed beer for their own enjo)

it o0s name and website

0
the
with
ad

brick was permanently placed on the Encircle Ahgel

of Hope in the @an of Hope, Bob Hope Village,
Sunset Lane, Shalimar, Florida.

The 2007 Hof Reunion will be held in Reno, Ne
at the Eldorado Hotel/Casino, Septembgér 2
2007. Looking forward to seeing a great turnot
members, family, and guests. Lookuat2907

January Hof Connection Newsletter for details

Further, in the Finnish poetic saga Kalewala, 400 forms. AIS_O remember to visit our web:
are devoted to beer but only 200 were needed www.hofreunion.confor many memories and
creation of the earth. Aadcording to the Edda, tl pictures_

great Nordic epic, wine was reserved for the god
belonged to mortals and mead to inhabitants of the
of the dead.

2007 - Reno, Nevada
September 2-7

Saints. We then returned to Hof and onto Baron v[
Wal denf el s Gasthaus ju

Fridaynight was the closing banquet at the Hof 2007 HRA Reno Reunion; another succes
Burgergesellschaft. A wonderful evening of foodassociation everttoordinated by Don Riverkamp
drink, entertainment, memorsarvices honoring

our lost ones by Francis Fukumoto, Jerry Mangas,he Hof Reuni on
and Dick Obidinski, presentations, and dancing.reunion at the Eldorado Hotel/Casino in Re
Tanya and Traudl Riggin, the Volkstanzgrupp®&levada, September 2aftth, 2007, with 248

Lichtenberg, and dance music by Bernd Bahnmembers, spouses, and guests in attendance.
provided entertainment. Certificates of following are the events, which plake during

Appreciatio were awarded to: Tom Bryson, Francighe reunion week.

As s ocl|i

D2

ada,
t of

and
ite

Fukumoto, Robert Hoerath, Jerry Mangas, Phil
Murray, Dick Obidinski, Jim Riggin, Don Riverkamg)nSundayfternoon, the HRA Executive Board

et

C.A. Russell, Nate Sparks, Barry Springsteen, Boblayd conducted their yearly meeting. President, JDon

(Stu) Sturdevant , and

hofreunion.com page 10
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Don welcomed all to Reno, took roll call, andmembership to accept the changes. Therefore,jwith
introduced the invited guestBill Ward, Tom  approval by the membership, two positions Were
Mikloiche, and Phil Murray. All members ofadded to the executive board, HoheCtbon
executive board were present with the exception oEditor, and German Affairs Representative. Pri]r to

C.A. Russell, our Membership Chairman. Jerrthe election of officers, Chuck Wilson, resigned] his
Mangas than read the minutes of the meetingposition on the executive board due to pers¢nal
conducted in Hof, Germany in 2006, and they wereeasons. Election of officers for 2008 was then
appoved as read. Nate Sparks then presented theonducted and the following are the resaltgoar
treasurerods report on HRW exedutivea hoard anembers: a Prasglent, |&ta d
were reviewed and approved. Approved to present &urdevant; 1st Vice President, Bill Ward; 2nd pice

the membership at our General MembershipPresident, Tom Mikloiche; Adjutant, Joe Kesgler;

Meeting were a donation of $1500.00 to the AFSecretary, Jerry Mangas; Treasurer, Nate S;Frks;

Enlisted Foundatipchanges to the Constitution & Membership Chairman, C.A. Russell; Webmakter,
ByLaws; 2008, 2009, & 2010 Reunion Site Barry Bringsteen; Newsletter Editor, Phil Murray;

Locations; Report of Nominating Committee forGerman Affairs Representative, Robert Hoerathjand
2008; and t he weekos reunion activities. T he
business meeting was adjourned at 6:20 PM. :

Registration began at 9 Mdndaymorning and
lasted until 4 PM for all attending the reunion. Thig
Hospitality Rooms also opened at 9 AM, Mond
morning for all registered attendees and guests

meet, relax, meet new and old fellow Hofers, arfi
have refreshments.
At 4 PM, President Don Riverkamp dcéte
General Membership Meeting to order. The meetijSsss
kicked off with the Pledge of Allegiance, and the
Don welcomed everyone and introduced the i _ _
Executive Board and its staff. HRA Secretary, JerRPn Riverkamp, Executive Board Advisor. Donj then
Mangas read the minutes of the 2006 Hof Generajl'ned the meeting over to the new HRA Presiglent,

Membersip Meeting and they were approved as Stu Sturdevant. Stu b_rlefed_the me_mbershlp or the

read. HRA Treasurer, Nate Sparks presented hff?08 Chdeston Reunion Site (which has singe
report on the associ at i ¥®gEanged o Mygle Begep, S¢ dug fO&%SLaadn
were approved as read. no®lyavailghiity., Fresident \Sjurdgvant then,
report were available on paper for the membershiff€Ported on the sites selected by the committeq for
to read andeview. The chair then entertained a € 2009 reunion for vote by membership in |the

motion to donate $1500.00 to the Air Force Enlisted2008 January Hof ConimecNewsletter. The sites

Foundation. It was so moved and approved by tH4ere. Green Bay, WI, Rapid City, SD; fand

membership. Next on the agenda were the proposed|'féveporvBossier City, LA. (Since Reno, ongsite
changes to the HRA Constitution ahdv@y All has been dropped and two sites have been added)

members had beeroyided proposed changes in On the ballot in 2008 January Newsletter, the dites
the 2007 July Hof Connection Newsletter, and 4°f membership to vote on wilirb@Jphabetical _
motion was made, seconded, and approved by th@der,  Branson, MO;  Green Bay, \VI;
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Shreveport/Bossier City, LA; and Tunica, MS). Thi&vocation and everyone was off to the buffet taples
changes were made and agreed upon by thdor a wonderful spread, and music by our DJ] The
executive board in December after much discussioMusicman, Jack Barrett. After lunch, the progfam

and investigation of sites. The next topic brought ugicked off with Certificate Appreciation Awards
to themembership was to have a show of hands fobeing presented to the following personnel: Bob

the 2010 Reunion to be held in Hof/Saale, Alekson, Tony Donofrio, JoOAnn Fukumoto, ITnna
Germany. A majority of members raised their hand$oerath, Greg & Sandy Krcma, Pat Mangas, Jqrry &
in approval. Some announcements were madélilde Middendorf, Tom & Inga Mikloiche, Evi

about t he weekds bus ©bidungkis TraudlbRighih, danja Riggin Steith,pLh |
banquet dinner, two for onewshickets, and the Sparks, Sue Springsteen, Marcey Sturdevant, |and
hospitality room.  The meeting adjourned atMonika Wilson. We had a live auction conductdqd by
approximately 6 PM. Andy Brads, door prizes drawings for gifts dorsrted

by the members, and some show and dinner tigkets

OnTuesdaySeptember 3rd, 111 of our attendees f r o m t he El dor ado ot
went on a tour of Reno and Virginia City, Nevadalotel/Casinoand the Silver Legacy Hotel/Casinp,
plus loads of socializing, some singing and danfing
with our new and old acquaintances. The festijities
l : ended at 6 PM and all in attendance had a syper

8! ) time. Tuesday evening was free for whatgver

1 activities our memisgoreferred.

\NQ s B : , OnWednesdayl35 of our members loaded onjo
i\.y‘ - ~ three buses for an all day tour of Emerald Bay, Lake
o / Tahoe, and Carson City. We started off by going to
historic Truckee, California, then onto the Olympic
Village at Squaw Valley. Upon leapiay ¥alley,
we went to Fanny Bridge, and then proceeded jonto
the West Shore of Lake Tahoe, had a photo stpp at
i Emerald Bay Vista Point and then to Stateline, South
They toured the University of Nevada, downtowhake Tahoe where we had three hours of free|time
Reno, the Reno Arch, TeecRiver, Casinos, and for lunch, shopping, sight seeing, arghorbling.
one park for a photo stophey went onto South Then it was unto the capital of Nevada, Carson|City.
Reno residential areas, and large estates in theWe toured the Historic District and drove by |the
valley. On the climb up to Virginia City on Highwdgyover nor 6 s Mansi on. Th
341 they stopped at a photographic lookout, andeveryone seemed to thoroughly enjoy the [day.
then into Virginia City. Theydeohthe buses for ~ Returned to the Eldorado at 5 PM, and thalgeverin
return trip to the Eldorado at high noon in order toma n'y of our personnel t
have some time before the Tuesday afternoodanci ng Queenso, at tHhe
luncheon buffet and program.

The luncheon buffet program started at 1:30 PMmembers to partake in whatever their hearts dedired
with a welcome, introductions and plans for theand be rested for the evening Banquet Dirjner
afternoon by ¢hMC of the day, Don Riverkamp. Program. The doors regge at 5:30 PM for some
HRA Chaplain, Francis Fukumoto, gave thesocializing and cash bar cocktails.

Thursday during the day, was a free day ior
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were in such abundance, we believe the commyttee
Don Riverkamp, MC for the evening started theaccomplished their mission with greaess.
evening activities at 6 PM, with the introduction of
our guests for the evening. The posting of colors Byhanks go out to Phil Murray and Jerry Manggs for
the Nevada Air National Guard Honor Wasrd the excellent advertising to build the idea of Jan
next, followed by the singing of the US NationaDkt ober f est i Of ceurse thgre |n e 6
Anthem, followed by the German National Anthem lwas the team of Jerry Mangas and CA Russel and
Traudl Riggin. Our HRA Chaplain, Francis Fukumateeir wives, Pat and Jodie, for discovering |the
then gave the invocation. Dinner followed. Francisandmark Resort Hotel in the first pl@ben there
Fukumoto conducted memorial Services for passewas Pat Emmons, Sales Manager, at the Landrpark,
members, and ladies serving in Heaven, withwho assured Jerry and CA, we would have a]great
assistance from Stu Sturdevant, Bill Ward, and Joetyme at her hotePat and her team of workers canje
Trujillo at 7:30 PM. At 7:45 PM, Don, made somé¢hrough with flying color&very request was
announcements, gave thanks to everyone, and thedelivee d i n HerAeam sonprisedlahice
Stu Sturdevant and Nate Sparks conducted theWilliams, in charge of Catering; Risa Garrig in
50/50 raffle drawig. The Eldorado Hotel/Casino charge of waiters/waitresses and setup; and lasj} by

then provided an open complimentary happy houn o me ans |l east, Pat O]s

from 8 PM to 9 PM. J secrdtary, RasionengoesRisa @lFohpsovidddwg i ¢

Doctor o, pr ovi dndrdm 8dtall c e witma Speca@lséstant) Mdlcolm Richardson, w

PM. ALHAD A WONDERFUL TIME! had the answers to all our concerns andjor
problems. Then there were the 330 souls thpt

Friday morning, small groups got together for br av e d ohi gh gas proi es

bre&fast and saying their gdoyes until nextyear., mot orcycl es (we arrivjed
See everyone, and some new members in Myrterrive at the Landmark Resort. Thed ‘ais
Beach, South Carolina, Octokiith, 2008. located right on the beach, with 14 swimming pdols,
and beautiful views from our balcony rooms.

P

2008 - Myrtle Beach, South Caroline
October 5-10

MYRTLE BEACH 2008, A REUNION OF FIRSTS

Reunion Coordinaté®Bobby J. (Stu) & Marcey
Sturdevant

This was kel as our First Oktoberfest Theme §
Reunion.It started as a thought in our President,
Stu Sturdevantds mi nd
Executive Board, his Presidential Cabinet, to gef§
their input.Everyone felt that it was a great idea. &
Each year the Reuni@smmittee tries very hard to
find a suitable site and produce a reunion -...,l :
extravaganza better than the previous Time.
compliments and kudos received from attendees
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The Oktoberfest Theme Reunion was scheduled frofte reunion kicked offSundayat 1700, with the

October 8.0th, however, many arrived early due toExecutive Board meeting, with all members pres
the low hotel ratesThe weather was absolutely Al so i n att enda ergearAtw ¢
gorgeous, and Jerry Ma Argsa slerrys Middendorh eand Gregs Krdnmap

ent.
r e
bur

understand this becaus epublsher, Ddve tSallingerd whav braught the ldfdsta

Trick was on break it vwaser Rasterpfor seach immember ani attendar
until late Thursday nighi¥e would be remiss if we Peggy Adams, Marcey Sturdevant, and Jim Ri
di dnot mention Bill T o rBusjnessa ttains, afbr | thet Geoesak Mentér
enoyed the beautiful weather. They assured us thameeting, wer@viewed, and the meeting adjourng
they had a great time trying to psych each other out 1845.

on the courseYou coul dndt have asked for better

golf weatherThanks go out to the vast number of Registration opened at 0908ondayin the
people who showed up in German outfits, which séfospitality Suite. Led by our Adjutant, Joe Kes
the stage for a great atmosphefée know that dressed in full German Costume, and Dolores

ce;
gin.
ipr
d

Sler,
his

many were borrowed, handmade, purchased atwife, in her German Dirndl; our wonderful group of

estate sales, or during our 2006 reunion at Hof, butvolunteers, mostin costumes, worked the

they all looked Schoeldm Mikloiche, Joe Kessler registration tablesJ o e 0 s crew h T d
afi

and Don Riverkamp played very important parts imembers and guests receiving their registr
setting thestage for our reuniomom was able to  bags by noorDanny Sandifer photographed a
locate an outlet for quality bier mugs at reasonablemembers, and guests for our recofsm

prices. Tom, and Joe came up with the logo for thilikloiche was in charge of the Hospitality. Suj

mugs. Don Riverkamp did a super job with the His team of volunteers kept the tablesupelied

design for the reunion tee shirts and hat pins, atwith snacks, fresh coffee, juices, sweet rolls, 'tnd

prices we cadilafford. We canot f o r lgst hut naf ldast Yadous brands of exotic biers
locating a source of high quality bier, one wasall over the worlddospitality Suite opened with
brewed in Downingtown PA, named Prima Pills, amggistration, and allowed everyone lag, reneet
it lived up to itsd namew, and ble Hofers, haedrhave vefieshnutats.e
imp Fuss.Joe Kessler and his abilities on his Sparks had the HRA photo albums for everyo

on
I

om

E
e to

computer, who trackedall registrations, money, view, and many other members brought photo

designed and printed everything from registrationalbums for everyone to enjoy.
forms, to meal tickets, nametags, show and tour

tickets, bus rostdi€VERYTHINGVe cannot At 1600, Monday, October 6th, Presidg
forget the large number of members that donatedSturdevant called the General MeshigeMeeting
high quality door prizes, and auctgnsi and of to order.He started with the Pledge of Allegiance
course the guardians of these treasures, Jerrywelcome, and introduction of the Execut
Middendorf and Tom Mikloichiem also filled in Board/Staff. Secretary, Jerry Mangas read the 2
this year as auctioneer, and we raised $979.00 toGeneral Membership Meeting minutes from R
replenish our treasuriext, we need to mention They were approved as réeshsurer, Nat@&ks
Studs wife, Mar c ey ,tinga n dpreBented his mepart rors the fihamaial staisy an
with show, and bus companies to receivewas approved as redthe minutes and financia

nt

, a
ve

DO7
2NO0.

] it a

outstanding military, and group discounts for thesereport were made available for all to review, priI)r to

shows and tours. the meeting.The chair entertained a motion
donate $2,000 to the Air Force Enlisted d&mmd
It was moved, seconded and approved by
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membershipNext, were the proposed changes to Don Riverkamp visited Branson in July, an
the HRA Constitution andL®ys.A committee, contract with the Radisson Hotel has been sigr

d a
ed.

lead by 1st Vice President, Bill Ward; 2nd VP, Toiftom Mikloiche led a discussion concerning fthe

Mikloiche; and Joe Kessler, Adjutant; thoroughlyeconomics of going back td H 2010. Based
examinedhe Constitution & Bpws to eliminated upon the present exchange rate of the Euro,
conflicting terminology, improve the readability, andrental fees, gas prices, and hotel rates, etc. T
composed a list of changes that was published iralso represented Robert Hoerath, our Gert

car
om
nan

the 2008 July Hof Connection Newsl|ekteat Affairs Representative who was in attendance. After

fulfilled the requirement for all members to have thea lengthy discussion, the membershid tmtgo
proposed @nges at least two weeks before the with a location in the United States for 2010, W
annual membership meeting, in order to vote on thepecific cities to be determined, and advertiseq
changes. A motion was made, seconded, and our 2009 January Newslett&obert Hoerath

ith
in

approved by the membership to accept thepresented the Hof Reunion Association a $p65

changes.A certified copy of the HRA Constitution donation collected from Hof businesses, and fri

and ByLaws, signed October 6@8,2y President in Germany. The meeting was adjourned

Bobby Sturdevant, and Secretary, Jerry Mangaspproximately 1820.

with raised seal & signature of Adjutant Joseph J.

Kessler Sr., is in the hands of all 2009 Executiveionday evening, 120 members attended tk

Board Members. Carolina Opry for a-ngaring performancé.hey
didndt have Little Ji

Grand Ole Opry, but the cast was loaded with
talent, and all enjoyed the performance.

Tuesdaynorning was spent shopping, walking
Suite, and signing up for reserved tables for
Toni, and Joe Keser & s great

assignments for Thursday evening ban4uet.

1230, on Tuesday, the doors opened for our an
Back row: Barry Springsteen, Stu Sturdevant, Robert Hoerath, Greg luncheon buffet. and programnce all were
Krcma, Nate Sparks, Don Riverkamp Front row: Joe Kessler, Tom ! .
Mikloiche, CA Russell, Phil Murray, Bill Ward seated, Stu Sturdevant prayed for mllr@ops in

Har mods Way , |l ed ever

Election of officers for 2009 was held with results:Allegiance, gave the invocation, and orde

President, Bill Ward: 1st Vice President; TomEVeryone to eat heartily. The food was scrump

Mikloiche; 2nd Vice President, Greg Krcma;a”d the chef was hard pressed to keep the Ge

Adjutant,Joe Kessler; Secretary, Don Riverkamp;Potato Salad bowls filled.

Treasurer, Nate Sparks; Membership Chairman C.A.

Russell; Webmaster, Barry Springsteen; NewslettdfOr the 1st time, a dependiznighter spoke at our
Editor, Phil Murray; German Affairs Representative?Uffet. The daughter reduced the audience to te
Robert Hoerath; and Executive Board Advisor, Std receéived a standing ovation for her short

SturdevantBill Ward then briefed the membership >"€ had to make herstbécuff notes, on the back
on the 2009 Branson reuni@ill, wife Edie, and

of a baggage claim tickeler prepared talk arrived

nds
at

e
mmy

jreat

on

the beach, visiting with friends in the Hospitajity

the

banquet. Don Riverkamp, with the help of Helen

b € a

members signed up and received their tgble

nual

y Oor
red
fious
man

rs,
k.
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the next day with heu g g a g hat 0 sgehemly haveng angreat tinte.e There many
Cyrptodudeds d tHer S kodak moments@Gatrwidl st &lieetime.o g a .
tal k was on, oWhy her Dad couldnot tell her
did in his job, like other kids that had cooks, cops,That evening 115 members, and guests boa
fireman, and medics, as fatherShe now buses to attend the evening performance of
understands how much pedie her Dad, helped Grand Le Cirque, a show so-boiggling, it was
our country Whatattibotel 0 Coimpossida to éee all the talented acrobatic acts
stage an@bove our headBveryone truly enjoyeg

the show.
Wednesdayorning, after a quick cup of coffee

members boarded four buses for departure
Brookgreen Gardens, and ole historic Georgetd

with them.The weather was gorgeous, and ea
along the waterfront at Georgetown was so rela

r: £ - *
'] | 3 24 4
1 = = &
. ~ B 3 £ </
v
S L
/B A4 s
i 3 8 { y # P
4 2 | 4B B
E '
|

FRONT ROWEe Hamill, Ellen Rankin, Mary Szyperski, Sue Koefig, Pat .
Mangas, Hilde Middendorf, Mary Lou Polk and Rosey Queen, GaryJQueen 4htP to the Landmark Resort.
Jerry MagasBACK ROWMel Hamill, Bob Rankin, Chuck Mattice ] Ray

Szyperski, Renate Mattice, Russ Breighner, Don Koenig, Fred @ldenbur .
Chuck Garbers, Dick Herbert, Shirley Herbert, Jerry Middendorf, Roder Polk 9/\/ednESday evening, four grdeparted the hotel

for Group Dinner€A Russell, and his bunch fro

Talk abouodak moments, the whole day was fi:led

wh
ded
the

on

DI

juice, and a snack in the Hospitality Suite, 160

to
wn.

ng
ing,

2008 Mini Reunion i Dover, DE that no one wanted to board the buses for the rdturn

m

Next, we had door prize drawings and a live auctiofgharley Trick; Jim Riggin, and his group from

with auctioneer Tom Mikloiche, filling in for Andy602/606; Peggy Adams, and her menagerie
Brads, who was absent this yEae auction was ~ COps, Cooks, Medics, Motor Pool, and
lively, and bidding was furious. After the dustassortment of others; and finally that Long
settled, we netted $979 for our treasury. AlaskanClaude Niebuhr, with his pipkeam, all
departed the hotel for different destinati@vtsen

Then, our entertainment, was lead off with Helen@ll returned that night, each vowed that their gr

Tonisingnger hilarious r endhad had fhe most fuiihapks o dhe four Groyp

Few Of My Favorite Thi D{n%eg beaders,ang their pegotjating abilgys to
nodding agreement, and appladser song was  Such geat dinner prices.
followed by another firét.was the 1st time this

of
an
all

DUp

ORte

group appeared in the Un”:ed Sta‘[bey used to ThurSdawund memberS relaXing, and ConserV"]g

appear nightly inhe 606s, i n Hoft hedt neoesrpdoyt sf q ri Baggoes
Jakes, Ranch Bar, Traubel, and the Schoefblick. doors, guarded by our trusty Sergeant At A
resounding round of ap pMidgdandodand Kicap, weyeyppeqed atd 230 ay
Dorksé with Tom Mi k| &80Q gnether 1st pecyriediVg thad g Ren
choreographer, leading their performance of thetraditional Flag Detail and Honor Guards, CM
dBur ger Afraseveral @ads of Boos & Mel Hamill, in unlfo_rm, carried the_ US FI
Laughter, the Lady 0 Do fereseniedal ¥S Ajfderee everagsigned tp
stage to add some class and the rest is history. THgobert Hoerath carried the German Flag,

remainder of the afternoon was devoted to visitinglepresented all German military assigned to n[‘,Of;

dancing, admiring each @genBerelCnd ®agor Gagy Quegn, ip wnjfog
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represented all US Army; Ms Peggy Adams

represented US dependent wives, and U
government employees; Mrs. llse  Hamill, 2009 - Branson, Missouri
represented German wives, married to US military; September 1-6

finally USMC Reserve, Major Steve Brock,

represented allS dependent children livinginthe Th e me 0 RE MBEMBRERSSON HNEL

Hof . We then sang the American, and GermanBRANSON, MISSO3EPTEMBER,12009
National Anthems, led by Traudl Riggamcis

Fukumoto, our Chaplian, led the Memorial ServicREUNION COORDINA®BRS: Edie Ward, and
with Gary Queen, Peggy Adams, llse Hamill, andon Riverkamp

Steve Brock, reading the rarmk our comrades

who were added to the FinaB¥lyand Ladies The 2009 HRA Reunion was held at the Rad
Serving in Heaveloe Trujillo, our Native American, Hotel in Branson, Missouri from Septerditér 1
dressed in his Indian Ceremonial dress, struck hi009.

drum with the reading of each naxned rose was

placed in a vase after each was read. The  The reunion kicked offfaresdayat 1700, with the
military honored the fallen with a isahde, a Executive Board meeting, with all members pres
truly touching tribute to honor our departed friends. except C.A. Russell, and Nate Sp#ds® in

SSon

ent,

Francis then gave the invocation, and dinner wasttendance at the meeting were potential futgre

served.After dinner, another 1st, and highlight of board members, Mel Hamill, Jim Riggin, & Phil R
the evening occurred. Stu callkdrlie Jackson, Bill had Don Riverkamp discuss the minutes of

uth
the

and his unsuspecting fiancée Tesa Molyneyx, to thikeoard meeting held in 2008 at Myrtle Beach,

nd

podium.Charlie struck a pose, and on bended knee,then read the minutes of the General Memberghip

proposed to Tesa, in front of 328 witnesses. and sh®leeting from 2008 Myrtle Beach Reunion.
ACCEPTED!Af t er Tesa accepuedayChamldieedd out Nat
proposalthe DJ stepped forwarded, andalve Nate had seémo him since he knew his plane wo
proceeded to shine up our belt buckles with musiaot arrive in time for executive board meeting.
from the 50s, 60s and German music, to report was reviewed by members in attendance

hil
0s
Id
The
and

compliment the large number of attendees in fullthere were no questions at the time, and it Wyas

German outfitsThe 50/50 raffle drawing was decided that if any would arise, Nate would exf

conducted with $631 being presented to three at the Generdembership Meeting on Wednesdg

winners, and the HRAasury benefited the other September 2nd, 2009.

$631. Everyone brought out their cameras to

capture group, and individual pictures. Bill Ward then discussed the HRA dollar am
contribution to be made to the AF Enlis

Fridaymorning brought about some sadness whenFoundation for 2009. A motion was made by

everyone gathered at the Auf WiedersehenRiverkamp to donate the amount of $2,000.00

Breakfast, for one | a sitwas @nd awgih Mikladicbe. y 6 and a

goodbyeuntil we meet again in Branson for the

continuing saga @&fHugh h e Thenex fomcrbeougi? OpOrMAsOthe concern by

lain
Y,

unt
ed
Don
hnd

s a

Greg

THANKS to everyone who helped make this a véscma and Tom Mikloiche of possible liabfity

memorable reunioWe hope to see a great turnout insurance for our future 4{ilsy association
at the Radisson Hotel, in Branson, September 1st toeunions. Greg had checked, and found
6th, 2009 for th2009 HRA Reunion. company that would write a policy for 2 Million f
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cost of $449 for a fiday event. After much more articles on History and Happenings in pnd
discussion, Bill Ward appointed a committee about the Hof/Saale Region of Germany.
consisting of Greg Krcma, Tom Mikloiche, and Joe
Kessler to look into the cost and possibility of Bill Ward read and discussed the proposed change
purchasing such an event insurance policy for 201Qo the By.aws, which the board had already agreed
Ogden Reunion, datlire reunions. upon that was published in the 2009 Juyly
Newsletter, rad would be brought forward at the
The Impossible Dream General Membership Meeting for our memberghip
approval or disapproval.
To dream the And the world
impossible And | know, if To right the will be better . . . .
. 1611 d unrightable hforthis; Tom Mikloiche presented information for the 2910
) ' true, wrong, That one man, H H
Iggg’;ﬁ:g To this glories| To love pure anq scorned and HRA Reumon In Ogde.n and gOt.approval 9 go
foe hquesth chase frr?m afar]  covered with forward with the Marriott Hotel in Ogden for
Y That my hearfy To try when youf scars,
Tc;;)earr Vg:th will lie arms are too | Still strove with September-ﬂil, 2010.
uso?fcluve\l/ € peacéul and weary, his last ounce
! calm, To reach the of courage,
tzg rburgvvéh;ari oo 0 it || oo s Greg Krcma then_ presented the names that |the
L to my rest. star! unreachable nominating committee selected to recommend to
— stars. general membership for the new executive bdard.
e ey RS BB PSRN, Jim Riggin for 2nd Vice President; Mel Hamil| for
0 matter how hopeless, no matter how far; ; i .
To fight for the right without question or pause, Treasurer; and Phil Ruth as Membershlp Chairfnan.
VO DTN (D Ui e el 4 1, =] GregKrcma then presented the site names for fhe

Bill then opened the floor for discussion on membetommittee had agreed upon. The sites that wi
numbers, reunion attendance, etc. Don Riverkampn the Ballot in the 2010 January Hof Conne
stated that we were still over 500 active membersNewsletter will b& Hof, Germany; Appleton/Fo
and that many were getting up there in age, hadCities, WI; Cocoa BeacFL; and Virginia
other interests, and for this yeat, i@ economy  Beach/Norfolk, VA. Meeting adjourned at 6:25 R
did not help, plus many illnesses and family

commitments. Stu Sturdevant stated that h‘] There are many reasons the Hof Reunion Association is

2011 HRA Reunion that the site selectIn

thought we were doing the right things and used t| successful, communication. Keeping in touch is the most
examp'e of 330 members and spouses attending important. When your home address, telephone number,

. or internet service ch anges, please inform the Hof
2008 Myrtle Beach Reunion. G,en?ral consensus Reunion  Association Adjutant Melvin  Hamill,
of the board was that the association was in greq melvinhamill@comcast.net or Secretary Don Riverkamp,

shape, membership wise, and financially. don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net. We have a chance of losing
touch and we don't want that to happen. It will ensure

. 1 you receive the Hof Weekly Updates, Hof Connection
Joe Kessler then talked about the reunion progra e A A G VRS e T,

booklet that he has made for the past two reuniorTs;
and ask that it be passed along for all members tHn Wednesdavmorning. the Hospitality Roon
please read ¢éhbooklet, and the also, he will add a opened at 9 AI\);In and g‘fstame time pReg?;tration
page for the members to be able to write Was heId Whe % the 206 attendln membkr

suggestions on 0 What cﬂjses

member ship and/ or reuni nﬁ'estafbssche
having all members have their photos taken durmg!lckets hats, shirts, gift of special HRA/Branspn
registration. It was also sugegesabout maybe Reunion hamibcora’ted goose egg omeat, and

go
ion

=

S

bl o
£ 8, reghe fnisaﬁt@kitsa B u

DN

hofreunion.com page 18



mailto:melvinhamill@comcast.net
mailto:don.hofsecretary@sbcglobal.net

HRA
OFFICIAL HISTORY

October 5, 2011

had their photos taken by Gary Cherpes. At4 PM oead the minutes from the 2008 Gene
Wednesday, the General Membership Meeting waklembership Meeting in Myrtle Beach. T
held. President Bill Ward called the meeting to ordeCameron made motion to accept minutes as r

at 4:03 PM. The meeting began with the Pledge d@nd by Harry Rupprecht, and motion was passe(.

Allegiance, led by President Ward, andam&/étc
all members/spouses. Treasurer, Nate Spark
Financial Rept to all members. The report had
President War d t hen informatiandhuoagh AugusB3il, 20098 and Wesha
Honorable Mayor Raeanne Presley. Mayor Presl®ank Balance of $43,969.45. Nate indicated t
Welcomed and Thanked our association forthe amount would be much lower, around $
choosing Branson as our 2009 reunion destination$26K, after the 2009 HRA Reunion expenses
She proceeded to inform our members/spouses irpaid. He noted that thes@sation is in very
attendance about the City of Branson, population,excellent shape. John Pace motioned to ac
7,500, however, with approximately 8 milionTr easur er 06s Report, 2
visitors per year. She also informed us how Bransanotion was passed.
has total respect and many thanks for all Veterans,

al

DNy
pbad;

all
da
at
5K
vere

cept
nd

and is very proud how her city welcomes & honors &tesident Bill Ward then informed attendees that

veerans. the Executive Board had suggested and appr
that the membership vote approving a donatior]

bved

The introduction of the Executive Board followedf $2K to the Air Force Enlisted Foundation. [Carl
President Ward. Davino made a motion for approval of that amqunt,
and Russ Vandermartin, 2nd the motion, and itjwas
Bill WardPresident passed.
Tom Mikloich&lst Vice President
Greg Krcn@2nd Vice President 1st Vice President, Tom Mikloiche, preserTed
Joe KessleAdjutant information on the site fthe HRA 2010 Reunion
Don Riverkandsecretary The reunion will be held at the Marriott Hotej in
Nate Spark&Treasurer (Absent) Ogden, Utah, from Septembetl,6 2010.
C.A. Rusi®Membership Chairman (Absent) Informed those in attendance that the rooms wguld
Jerry Mang@&~Nebmaster be $74 per night, and that the hotel had just bgen
Phil MurrrayNewsletter Editor completely remodeled in 2008. Talkedt ahe
Robert Hoeratitcerman Representative Hill AFB Museum, Golden Spike Railroad Musg¢um,
Stu SturdevadiExecutive Board Advisor Mormon Tabernacle Tour in Salt Lake City, anq that
Ogden is Hofds Sister |Ci
And our Staff Members
Joe Kessler then talked about individual/couple
Staff Chaplai@Francis Fukumoto photos that were taken in the registration room, pnd
Sergeants at ArdRogefentilini and Walt Murch  asked exryone who had not had their picturegs)

taken to please get them taken in the Hospitdlity

HRA Secretary, Don Riverkamp, apologized fdRoom or at the luncheon on Thursday. Joe

his hotel room, and informed everyone that theyontinuing to improve on them, and will also m
would be available for pickup in the Hospitality separate sheetrf®ite Voting Ballot, in order that
Room the rest of the reunion. bBen,dreceded to

leaving copies of the 2008 Myrtle Beach Reunion italked about the registration forms and how r;[( is
t
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can be mailed in earlier without having to mess wittfConstitution and Bpaws. Bill, then acknowledge

the registration form. and 0T h daen3parkds,6C.ANRussell, Bar
Springsteen, and Stu Sturdevant for all their yeal

President Ward read and discussed the proposedervice on the executive board, and as an a

change to the Byws, which the Executive Board member in the HRA.

had agreed upon that was published in @8 20

July Newsletter. Next on the agenda was the election of the
Executive Board Members who will serve on

)

y
s of

rtive

New
the

Article 10 Membership Paragraph 1Proposal to board fom the end of the 2009 Branson Reunjon

be changed to the following: until the end of the 2010 Ogden Reunion.

oMember shi p shall be c®nmisimdeant awtd| hclboepTllorn
aduly elected officers of the Association. Memberdst VP will be Greg Krcma

shall in the opinion of the Executive Board, havé&xecutive Board Advisor will be Bill Ward
servedas a member of the U.S. Armed Forces,

Contractor, Civil Service, German Air Force or hadBill then proceeded to conduct the election
Hof Connection (Spouse,-Sgause, Widow,  executive boarde mber s via t he

nabsy

of
RO

Dependent) with Security or Defense [Forcedn order of ranking per the Constitution and Bylays.

assigned to Hof Air Station, Kingsley Kaserne, or

Doebraber g, Wauri Bmgad herlinRgdinda 2nd Vice Presii@ebrge Fahrbach

1948 and 1975. 0 made motion nominations be closed and 2nd
John Pace. Approved by membership vote.

After some brief discussion, a motion was made by

Tony Cameron to accept the changes as published dlve Kessler for Adjutdmdaze Natalie moved that

by

the July Newsletter, and was 2nd by Jernjnomination be closed, and 2nd by Bill Conjbs.

Middendorf and motion was approved & passed bppproved by membership vote.
membership.
Don Riverkamp for Secretadym Riggin moved
2nd Vice Presiale Greg Krcma, then informed the that nominations be closed and 2nd by R
membership in attendance of the names that hisVandermartin. Approved by membership vote.
nominating committee came up with for the New
HRA Executive Boartley welim Riggin for 2nd ~ Mel Hamill for Treasud&kuss Vandermartin move
VP, Joe Kessler for Adjutant, Don Riverkamp fdhat nominations be closed and 2nd by J
Secretary, Mel Hamill foeaburer, Phil Ruth for = Middendorf. Approved by membership vote.
Membership  Chairman, Jerry Mangas for
Webmaster, Phil Murray for Newsletter Editor, andPhil Ruth for Membership Chaidiay Szyperski
Robert Hoerath for German Affairs Representative. moved that nominations be closed and 2nd by
Natalie. Approved by membership vote.
President Bill Ward then announced that Tom
Mikloiche would automatically move up to theJery Mangas for WebmasieClaude Niebuhr
positon of President, and Greg Krcma would moved that nominations be closed and 2nd by
automatically move up to 1st VP, and that Bill Wardace. Approved by membership vote.
would assume the position of Executive Board
Advisor for One YeHnese actions are per the HRA
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Phil Murray for Newsletter Edit®hyllis Phipps
moved that nominations be closed and 2nd by BilSteve Murphrey suggests that each and ever
Combs. Approved by memiperste. look at the roster, and when you see a name

one
you

recognize or was/is a friend, to give them a call to

Robert Hoerath for German Affairs Represahtative draw interest again in becoming an active H
Harry Rupprecht moved that nominations be closednember.
and 2nd by Rosie Queen. Approved by membership

vote. Bob Cruise suggested that maybe when we fihd a
New id, contact them, and maybe even offer t}{ém

The Executive Board for the HRA through the 2018 Free 1 Year Membership, with copy of Wgekly

Ogden Reunion is: Updates, and SeAmnual Newsletter Mailing. Alsp
have Parents try to get their dependents to join the

Tom Mikloiche, Presitle association.

Greg Krcma, 1st VP

Jim Riggin, 2nd VP Barbara Davino, wife of member Carl Davino,|was

Joe Kessler, Adjutant then recognized by President Ward, and Barljara,

Don Riverkamp, Secretary 0Complimented and Praise

Mel Hamill, Treasurer the great job they have been doing, and are |still

Phil Ruthiylembership Chairman doing for the association and all the reunions.

Jerry Mangas, Webmaster

Phil Murray, Newsletter Editor 2nd VP Greg Krcma, 2011 Site Selection Chairfnan,

Robert Hoeratlserman Affairs Representative then preented the four locations that will be on the

Bill Ward, Egstive Board Advisor ballot for membership voting in the 2010 Janyary

Newsletter.
Brent Scott stood and was recognized by President
Ward. Brent gave THANKS to Chuck Wilson, N&ges:
Sparks, C.A. Russell, Bruce Springsteen, and Stu
Sturdevant for their great service to the HRAHof, Germany
Association. Appleton/Fox Cities, Wisconsin
Cocoa Beach, Florida
Bill Ward then talked abthut concern that some  Virginia Beach/Norfolk, Virginia
of our members might have about the drop in
numbers of active members, and attendance atRobert Hoerath explained how much ¢éimeells
reunions. Some of the suggestions coming from thr planning Hof in 2011 if selected by t
membership are as follows: membership, and therefore we are going to mov

RA

ne
b the

voting deadline up in the 2010 January Newslegter,

Mel Hamill suggests that we advertise in the VFVEnd also have the Ballot a separate sheet so yo
Magazine about oassociation and therefore may mail it in early without having to mail t

can
e

locate some more members that are still missing. regigration form in too early. This will also givg us

more time if a stateside location is chosen
Harry Rupprecht stated that we are all getting oldernegotiate with hotels, etc.
some illnesses, some unable to travel, and that he

to

had not seen that much of a-dfjmand still see a A motion to move the Ballot Voting to April 1st fqr all
great turnout. future site voting was made by Carl Davino, anq 2nd
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by Steve Murphrey.Motion was passed by oKaffee Stunded from § t

membership. the buses picked up 137 of our members, and
proceeded to the Baldknobbers Show. All were
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:27 PM. at the Radisson around 11 PM. Great Day!

Wednesday Evening wasasde for Group Satuday morning and afternoon were open Er

Dinners, and there were four locations that themembers to do anything they liked in Branson,
different groups went to with their fellow Hofers.the city, take in a show or two, shop, relax in
They were the Altenhof Inn, Andy Williams MooHospitality Room, or take a walk.

Rier Grill, Lone Star Steak House, and Whitefish

they
pack

our
the

Rver Restaurant at Branson Landing. At 5:30 PM, the doors opened for the Banduet

Dinner Program with our SergeanArms, Roger
Thursdajwor ni ng, t he men g o tGentilioi gred tWaleMurch guarding the doora g
Schoppend in the hospi tRM, Peggy Adamsphel Hamilh Robett Hoetath
Then from 12:30 to 6 PM, the Buffet LuncheonJoey Trujillo conducted the posting of the Co
Program was held fdria attendance. It was a HRA Chaplain Francis Fukumoto did the invoc
wonderful buffet with entertainment from local DJand Traudl Riggin performed the gifiboth the
Matt Duncan, live auction, door prize drawings,German and American Anthems. President

\h 6
and ¢

ors.
ion,

Bill

plaques presented to Radisson Hotel, and Debbi&Vard also explained the table that had one place

Chesnokov of the Branson CVB, Certificate ofetting, and a Rose in front for our beloved first
Appreciation to Nate Sparks fordassyof service President Tom Bryson, who passed away just |
as Treasurer of the HRA, dancing, photos, andhe Branson ReunioDinner was then safweith
reminiscing, and story telling with ole and newbackground music by our local DJ Matt Duncan
friends. Thursday evening was free for members tas wife. At 7:45 PM, Chaplain Fukumoto, with t
relax, take in a show, shopping, or get together tassistance of Joey Trujillo, Peggy Adams, and H
talk about ole times, and new things goimgtbe Phipps conducted the Memorial Services for

HRA
efore

and
ne
hyllis
our

world. missing comrades. It was a beautiful ceremgny.

The rest of the evening, until 11 PM, there
Fridaywas tour and show day. Around 50 left at 8plenty of dancing and laughter. All in attenda
AM for the Branson Scenic Railway Tour, and then hts a great time.
10:30 AM, another 115 loaded onto the buses and
went out to Round Top Lake, and a luncheon/sho@nSundaynorning, the hospitality room opened

vas
1ce

at

cruise on the Branson Belle. All vemile d the 8AM for saying our goodbyes, and hoping that we all

hotel by 3PM, and the Ladies got together for acan get together againin20l8mf 6 s Si S|t e |
Ogden, Utah, Septembédrith, 2010. See you in|
m Ogden!
Our utmost gratitude, and appreciation, goes oyt to
—— ! ALL the board members, HRA members, and|their

the association during re@sibn, in the
hospitality room, and attending our 2009 Bran
Reunion.
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2010 - Ogden, Utah involved.
September 6-11

Bright and earlJuesdaynorning the Hospitality
Room was opened to welcome the peq
2010 HRA REUNION WILL BE AT THE OGDEgistering. All registrants were given atethe

MARRI OTT HOTEL | N HOF 0 Sthep |oRldrdflR su€hl &sY shit§ tQue Diekeys,

Bay due to a much better deal from the Hptel

ple

UTAH, SEPTEMB&ER,8010. commemorative 2010 Reunion Pin, and a bodklet

designed by our Secretary Don Riverkamp W

hich

Ogden Reunion -@mwrdinatorsd Tom & Inga contained the full weeks schedule, a copy of Cify of
Mikloiche and Don Riaerip Ogden Proclamation, welcome letters from the HRA

President, @len CVB, Marriott Hotel Canjp
Ogden 201HRA Celebrates in Hof's Sister City Commandeand lots of other useful information.

The volunteers in the Hospitality Room were kept as

During the week of September 6th, 2044 of busy as bees keeping the refreshments flowing
our members, spouses, friends and familyrest of the day as members sat around and taj
descended on the beautiful city of Ogden, Utah andbout th&OOD OLD DiY®f.

the surrounding Wasatch Mountains. Many of these

people hadever been to the Ogden area or Utah.The General Membership meeting was held

the
ked

rom

The area and its peapeainly made a fine 1600 to 1730. The HRA was honored by Opden
impression on every one of them. As each on&layor Godfrey, who welcomed us to Ogden
checked into the Marriott, a member of the andissued an Official Proclamation declaring the

Marriottos incredi bl e weelaff of efjver

guestion asked and attended tof dlear needs in September 6th tg
a friendly and professional manner not seen beford0th Hof Reunioll
greeted them. Early arrivals were also providedAssociation
couponsidentifying them as HRA members and WeekThe

giving them all the discounts negotiated for the Proclanation was "
week. accepted b 4
President 2

The Executive Bohedd its annual méeg on Mikloiche  and
Mondayand went over the minutes from last yearsthen given to HR
meeting, discussed and accepted the TreasurersGerman  Affairg
Report, accepted the newBdard members Representative
nominations argliggested the annual contribution Robert Hoerath i
of $2000 to the AF Enlisted Foundation order that Robe
presented to the Mbership at Tuesdays meeting. present it to the
We also Qiscussed how we could_ increase_ ou€City of Hof's Joey Trujillo dressed in traditional
membership roles and the site selection committeeMayor, forl  tibal attire for the memorial
gave us the choices to be presented for the 20124nclusion in thei ceremony
Reunion. Greg Krcma gave us the information harchives.
had available for the 2011 Reuniachwias to be
held in Appleton but was eventually moved to Greerhe following attending members of -Beard
wereintroduced- President: Tom Mikloiche, 15

ook«
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Vice President Greg Krcma, 2nd Vice President Jikiof, Germany
Riggin, Secretary Don Riverkamp, Treasurer Meyrtle Beach, SC
Hamill, Membership Chairman Phil Ruth, Virginia Beach, VA
Webmaster Jerry Mangas, Newsletter Editor Phil
Murray, German Represent&odgert Hoerath and  Once everything was completed, the meeting jwas
our Staff Members Francis Fukumoto our Chaplaimadjourned and three groups of Hofers headed gff to
and our Sergeants at Arms, Roger Gentilini and Waltlheir Group Dinners for an evening of good fooq and
Murch. Our Executive Board advisor, Bill Ward, wasonversation.
not in attendance due to the upcoming birth of his
granddaughter and as many of ymw kour Wednesdayorning the men held théirueh
"BELOVEDOG Adjut ant Mayoe Skheppenlsession gnd afterardhoua of eeminis¢ing,
26th 2010, his duties through the Ogden reunionthey broke for the scheduled Buffet Lunchepn.
were split between Don Riverkamp and Mel Hamill. President Mikloiche welcomed everybody and| the
plans for lunch and the program were announged.
Thecandidates for the open offices were then Chaplain Francis Fukumoto gave the invocation.
introduced and President Mikloiche asked if therePresident Mikloiche gave out Awards df
were ay nominations from the floor for each

position anthere were none. Hanna Hoerath, Hilde Middendorf and Jo Murray modkag
a fashionable ethnic hat from the door prize donations
bin.

Greg Krcma moved up to President
Jim Riggin to 1st VP

Bill Ward elected 2nd VP

Mel Hamill, Adjutant

Don Riverkamp, Secretary

Jerry Middendorf, Treasurer

Jerry Mangas, Web Master A 8 A\

PhI Ruth, Membership Chairman JOI ' '

Phil Murray, Newsletter Editor

Robert Hoerath, German Affairs Representative _Appreciation, door prizé were awarél.hc‘md q live
Tom Mikloiche moved to Executive Board Advisor Auction was held for several selected items ihat

were donatedKerry Christensen, Alpine & Westgrn
The membership voted on and approved thé¥odeling Master was introduced and immedi
$2000donation to the AF Enlisted Foundation, andwon over the entire grough wihis yodeling
the locéion for the 2011 Reunion was approved.  andplaying afhe Alphorn. When he sang Proud|to

be an American the entire audience stood| at
The 2012 Reunion site locations were announcedttention and he received a standing ovation laging
and will be listed and voted upon by the membershigeveral minutes. People lined up to buy his CD'q and
when they receive the ballot in the January 2011 Halfter Kerry sang a few more songs gclosie
Connection Newsletter. came, and everyone left filled with food and hajing

thoroughly enjoyed the luncheon program.

ely

The sites are

Thursday'schedule brought the muacticipated
Biloxi, MS tour of Hill AFB Museum, Hill AFB, and the Mojmon
Cocoa BeachkL Tabernacle/Temple Square in Salt Lake City] At
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1:00 P.M 127 people eagerly awaited the Buses happy that the day went so well and that the wegther

arrival and once loaded we were off and runningooperated.
until Bus # 1 couldn't get out of the parking lot
because it was so low to the ground. After 3Fridaymorning the Hospitality Roopened bright

unsuccessful tries the driver went backwards sinceand early and there were lots of Hofer's haying
most of the weight pleins were forward and after coffee and sweetbreads. At 3:00 PM it closed dpown
some serious scraping the undercarriage, we wereo that the ladies could hold their Kaffee Stupde
finally on our way. We lost about 30 minutes of touand get to know each other a little better. At 400
time but managed to make it up at Hill AFBPM the Hospitality Room shut downefatath so
Museum. We were given an explanation of the F14that everyone could get ready for the Banduet
abilities, how they are loadd¢td mombs and how it  Dinner and Dance. The doors opened at 5:30] and
feels to fly one. Everyone enjoyed this tremendouslgveryone was in their assigned seats by 550.
At 3:45 PM, we left Hill AFB and headed for SalPresident Tom Mikloiche welcomed everyone,|and
Lake City. The-Alnute bus ride gave everyone a introduced our honored guests. Traudl Riggin $ang
chance to recover a bit fromhthe spet at the the Natioal Anthems of USA and Germany. HRA
Chaplain Francis Fukumoto conducted the
Hilda & Jerry Middendbfireasurer and Pat & Jg Memorial Service and Invocation, assisted by pPoey
Manga®Webmaster (Tour Hill AFB6) Trujillo, Stu Sturdevant, Greg Krcma, and SIndy
S ‘*‘-‘_" Krcma. At 6:15, an excellent and very tasty difner
; TN g was served. A special tablerierwas set in honor
_ : - : _ 3 of our beloved Adjutant Joe Kessler. At 445
) President Mikloiche made several announcements
and there was a last chance for 50/50 tickefs.
Music was provided by a local DJ and therejwas
plenty of tablaopping, and picture taking b
several members who th#awed them ot
belinkedto the HR#ebsite.

Museum and the hdur5 minuteat the hanger on AM for saying goebges and promising to ge
base. We arrived at Temple Square, and evetogether again in Green Bayanks to everyone
though we split into 3 groups it was like herding catghat attended the 2010 Ogden ReunionyoSes!
trying to keep that many people on the tour theyn Green Bay in 2011.

started with since each one toured a different area

and then switchéd another. By 6:20 the tours 2011 HRA Reunion to be held at the Hote] Si
were done and we were all in line for dinner at th&eptember -B0, 2011 in the city of Green Ba
Lion house Pantry. After some exceptionally goo@isonsin.

food, and a wonderful desert, we headed for our

viewing of the Mormon Tabernacles Choir practiceSee you all in Green Bay in.2011

Everyone seemed to thoroughly enjogntine
performance and around 9:10, boarded the buse 2011 - Green Bay, Wisconsin
and returned to the Ogden Marriott. We were bag September 5-10

at the hotel around 10:00 PM, tired and datpy
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2011 HRA 10th ANNIVERSARY REUNION WAS H&tdng, Francis & Jo Ann Fukumoto, Sidney & §>ayle
AT THE HOTEL SIERRA, SEPTEMBERLIN Frutrell, Charl es 06Davgbd
THE CITY OF GREEN BAY, WISCONSIN. Eileen Gallagher, Roger & Elfriede Gentilini pnd
Daughter Carol Andersen & Andrew Andersen,|Paul
REUNION COORDINAGGREG & SANDY KRCMA Genung, Melvin & llse Hamill, Norm & Ursula Hines,
andAssisted by Mel Hamill & Don Riverkamp Robert & Hanna Hoerath (Naila), Dan & Darlene

Holden, Bil&k Susan Holloway, Bennie & Sophye
WELCOME TO TITLETOWS HEBAE OF THE Hopper, Richard & Vickie Johnson, Ken & Brjana
WORLD CHAMPION GREEN BAY PACKERS Juergens, Jay & Sherri Kallas, Dolores Kessler &

Guest Kathy Delaney, Ken & Gay Kielbania, G

eg &

During the week of Septemk#d,52011- 187 of Sandy Krcma, Helga Lange (Darmstadt), Ef &

our nembers, spouses, friends and family Bonnie Leach, Jerry & Erika tayriim McGovern,
descended on the quaint city of Green Bay,Jerry & Hilde Middendorf, Fred Middledorf & G

Wisconsin, and the Hotel Sierra to celebrate the HoBrenda Marshall, Tom & Inga Mikloiche, A;Ina

Reuni on Associ ationds T e nt hMueler (Hofy Walt & Shirley Murc
Anniversary since the HRA was formall : Steve & Donna Murphrey, Phil &
established as a military reunion § Murray, David & Karin Natalie, Miles
association. €hHotel Sierra was the Janice Nelson, Claude & Susan

lest

Jo
&
he

nicest venue that the HRA had ever Ji
hosted a reunion at, and the hotel staffif
was simply outstanding, as was theif.
professionalism, friendliness, courtesy, *
food, rooms, and entire facility. And t?\
add to this, was the great location i
downtown Green Bay.

~ Rose Marie Queen, Jim & Traud! Ri
¥*f and Brothein-Law Erich Duenne
h (Augsburg), Don Riverkamp, Harry
Jerri Rupprecht, Phil Ruth, Danny
Brigitte Sadifer & Guest Linda
List of Registered Green Bay Reuniohi Decker, Dan & Carol Scanny, John
Attendees: ;

: Schuety, Gordon & Margaret Schul

Johnnie & Wilma Adams, Peggy Adamé, T A Y Rodney & Brigitte Schwandt, Brent
Jim & Susan Alexander, Mike & Ursula Llnda Scott, Mike Shanahan, Charles Shockley,
Assenmacher, Jim & Gert Berry, Clyde Browr& Jean Sinagra, Charles & Vicki Sinesi& Berty
Dennis Burr & Guest Anne Zimmerman, Tony & LyBmeal, Dave & Di Smith, Nate & Ute Sparks, CHh
Cameron, Jay CM&ary Roth Campbell, Karin K. & & Evi Stankich, Stu & Marcey Sturdevant, T
Dick Campbell, Gary & Sandy Cherpes, Ralph & Je&weeney, Ray & Mary Szyperski, Dean & S
Christianson, Mark & Peggy Sue Clemons, Bill &hompson, Francis M.C. & His Father Franc
Marcia Combs, George & Sue Coons, Ruthie B. &hompson, Walt & Margot Tribble, Robert & M
Don Costello, George & Irmgard Coursey, Wayne ®ojanows, Joey Trujillo, Russ & Pat Vanderma
Becky Creekmore, Eddie Crump #t OaeLittle, Bill & Edie Ward, Bob & Ginny Ward and Guests
James Crutchfield, Dave & Karen Dickson, Marth&at & wife Keyna Ward, Lee Bennett & Dick Sh
OWol frumd Dickson & Gu @alttWhigherr Rrank K&i Shidep Wright, Rip &i
Rosie Dietz (Roettingen), Dan & Dee EngelkenYarnell, and David & Ingrid Zurawski.
George & Christa Fahrbach and Guests Bruce & Flo
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Sergeants at ArdRoger Gentilini and Walt Murcl
Some of the
; . executig board, and HRA Secretary Don Riverkamp presented | the
[l 6REEN BAY PACKERS ] members arrived a  minutes from the 2010 General Membership
day or two early, Meetingn Ogden. Dave Natalie made motior to
however, the majority  accept minutes, 2nd by George Fahrbach, jand
of the motion was passed.

members/spouses,

and guests arrived on HRA Treasurer Jerry Middendorf presented | the
Monday September Treasurer 06s Fi nanRodrey Re
5, 2011. The HRA Schwandimoved t hat the Tjlea
Executive Board held approved, il by J.C. Campbell, and approved] by
their meeting on membership.

Mondayvening at 5 PM.

President Krcma talked about the AF Enligted
The HRA registration was hel@umsday9/6 Village Foundation Booklets that were included in
starting at 9 AM, and the HRA Hospitality Roonthe registration packets. He informed the
opened at 9 AM the same day for all reunionmembership that the Executive Board d
attendees. At 4 PM, President Krcma conducted theecommended a donation df $2 the AF Enlisted
General Membership Meeting. Village Foundation. Dan Hofdewed that the HRA|

donate $2K, D. Nathan Sparks 2nd the motion, jand
The meeting began with the Pledge of Allegiancet was approved by membergicipnmended a
led by President Krcma. HR#pl@h Francis donation of $2K to the AF Enlisted Villgge
Fukumoto then proceeded with a Prayer Blessing-oundation. Dan Holaeoved that the HRA donat
Greg then gaveBig Green Balelcome to all $2K, D. Nathan Sparks 2nd the motion, and it as
members and spouses in attendance. approved by membership.

1%

The introduction of the current Executive BoardAt 16:25 PM, President Krcma introduced Jennifer

followed. Pol I ittt from Green BhRry
Jennifer apologized for Mayor Schmidt not bging

Greg Krcm@President able to attend due to moving his daugiio her

Jim Riggid1st Vice Presdt college dormitory. She welcomed the Hof Reynion

Bill War@2nd Vice President Association, members and spouses to Green |Bay.

Mel HamilbAdjutant Jennifer talked about Lambeau Field expanding its

Don Riverkanbecretary . .
Jerry Middendd@iTreasurer seating capacity, and how the Green Bay Padkers

Phil Rut@Membership Chairman he_*llp provide theSCity Iof _G][een Bay roughly 8._2
Jerry Mang&®Ve b mast er (Absent d U“lé'ontpsr YAk 1 Blesaspl'@ r[n?dho}” group that in

Phil MurrrayNewsletter Editor 2013, at beautiful new VA Clinic would be opeping

Robert HoerafiGerman épresentative in Green Bay. The HRA provided Jennifer with p HR/

Tom Mikloich&®Executive Board Advisor GB Tee Shirt and 2011]| Re
office.

And our Staff Members
Greg informed everyone in attendanag #i®

Staff Chaplai@Francis Fukumoto tour schedule changes due to the NFL footpall
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game, and thanked everyone for understanding wh@laude Niebuldr2nd VR Tony Canmr moved,
the changes had to be made and the early departurgnd by Dave Natalie.

times. Mel Hamil® Adjutantd Tony Cameron moved, 2r{d

by JC Campbell.
Outgoing President Greg Krcma introducedDon RiverkangSecretary Stu Sturdevant moved
president Elect Jim Riggin. Jim had all the FIRSAInd by Russ Vandermartin.
TIME REUNION ATTENDEES stand and be recognildy Middendd@ T reasuredHarry Rupprecht
by the membership moved, 2nd by Godan Schultz.
Phil Rutt® Membership Chairmastu Sturdevant
Jim then reported on the information that he andmoved, 2nd by Ray Szyperski.
Robert Hoerath have on our 2012 HRA Reunion derry Mangad Webmaste® Francis Thompson
the Quality Hotel in Hof, Germany, September 16moved, 2nd by Fred Middledorf.
22, 2012. The tentative schedule for HRAReunioPhil Murrayd Newsletter Editad Ray Szyperski
in Hof follows, and full information will be in the moved, 2nd by Dave Natalie.
2012 January Hof Connection Newsletter. Robert HoerathGerman Affairs R&@pan Holde
moved, 2nd by Rodney Schwandt.
SundayHRA Registration & Packets at Quality Hotel

TuesdayWood Carving Tour & General Membershig Meetin adiourn. and passed '
WednesdayTours of Kaserne, Doebraberg, Fernweh Park, & J ’ P )

Group Dinners

as to

ThursdayCity of Bamberg Tour and Boat Cruise MEETING ADJOURNED AT 5:25 PM.
Friday Banquet at Teresienstein in Hof
SaturdayAuf Wiedersehen Breakfast at Quality Hotel The Group Dinners were held starting at 6 P

on

Tuesday evening at various restaurant locatiorfs In

Bill Ward, 2013 Site Selection Comen@hairman

the cityof Green Bay. The AC&W personnel hdsted

presented the site locations that will be on the Siteieirs at a German Restaurant called the Lorklei
Selection Ballots in the 2012 January Hof |nn- cops personnel hosted theirs at the Titlethwn

Connection Newsletter.

Brewery Company; and the Operations persdnnel

hosted theirs at the Black & Tan Grille. Other

Cocoa Beach, FL smaller groups alsotgogether at locations in GB.
Tampa Bay Aréd,

Washington DC Area OnWednesdayhree buses left for the tour of ﬂﬁ
b

Green Bay Packersdo La
ELECTION OF EXECUTIVE BOARD WAS CONDUG]IFRr Fame. It was a super tour and all by
returned to the Hotel Sierra in time for t
Jm Riggin automaticallpwvad up to President Wednesday HRA Luncheon Bufigtam that ran
Bill Ward automatically moved up to 1st Vice President from 12:30 PM to 6 PM.
Greg Krcma automatically moved to Executive Board Advisor During the luncheon, Hof Reunion Associa
Certificates of Appreciation were presented by
The following were elected by the membership in G&itgoing HRA President Greg Krcma to the follg
until the end of 2012 reunion. personnel: Kari Moody & Mike Jubert of the
Sierra Hotel; Pafirabes & Denise Humphrey of t
GB CVB; Gary Cherpes, Alois & Rosie Dietz, Ch
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Francis Fukumoto, Dolores Kessler, Tom & Ing&rauen Kaffee Klatsch in the hospitality room forf the
Mikloiche; Traudl Riggin; and Bill & Edie Ward.lades. There was wine, coffee, snankishome
Many auction items and door prizes were auctionedhade apple strudel for those in attendance, angl of
off and given away durihg tuncheon program. course plenty of chatting.Friday evening was |the
The Ken Kreuger Band provided live entertainmensemiformal banquevith doors opening at 5:30 P!
The luncheon buffet food was great, and everyonand program lasting until PM. Greg Krcma
had a wonderful time. AND of course there was amelcomed all tiendees, followed by prayer Qy
open cash bar for all attendees. Chaplain Francis Fukumoto, then the singing of the
German and American National Anthem by Tfaudl
OnThursdamorning, three buses left for schedule Riggin. The Memorial Service was led by Chgplain
tours of the Renar dodos CHrandassFakunotcahdoassisted by Joey Tidjidlop Phib
Winery. After touring these locations and ridingand Jo Murray, and f&weeney. It was a beautifjl
along the Lake Michigan waterfront, and Bay ofceremony as always. The Tyroler Musikaten Ggrman
Green Bay, the buses stopped for a wonderful salatand provided the live entertainment. 50/%0
soup, and sandwi ch b u drdwiengs wera tonduBtedyaead ttie $ood, Brel segvice
Restaurant  After the luncheon, two buses was exceptional. Outgoing President Greg Kicma
continued onto tour the National Railroad Museumthanked everyone in attendaaoe, hoped that as
and Green Bay Botanical Gardens while the thiranany as possible would make the trip to Hgf in
bus returned to the Hotel Sierra to drop off those no2012.
participating in the afternoon tourhursday
evening was open for rearattendees, and many On Saturdaymorning, most people said thejr
spent the time in the Sierra Hotel Pub watching thegoodbyes at the breakfast buffet and/or in the
Green Bay/New Orleans NFL Football Game, and lebspitality room. ALL IN ATTENDANCE HAD A GRE

course partaking in food & drinksSome TIME!
disappeared to the casino, and some to their rooms
to rest after a long day. The 2012 HRA Reunion will be héle @uality

Hotel in Hof, Germany, Septemb22,18012.
Fridayvas alay to rest, shop, visit in the hospitality
room, gamble, tour the city, or whatever attendeesSee you in Hof/Saale in 2012!
wanted too due prior to the Friday evening banquet.
Of course Friday afternoon from 3 to 4 PM was th&Updated by Secretary Don Riverkamp, Octobgr 5,
2011.

TheresiensteinHof/Saale, Germany
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